
 

 

Native Title deal focuses on sustainability 

 

 
Date Release: 24 April 2012 

 

The Ngarlawangga people of the Pilbara region have announced an agreement with 
Rico Resources over their Wonmunna project within the Ngarlawangga native title 
claim.  
 
The agreement focuses on building a relationship between the parties to develop 
sustainable, long-term business and employment opportunities for the Ngarlawangga 
community. It is based on shared objectives of employment and contracts for 
Ngarlawangga people on Rico Resources projects.   
 
To this end, a skills audit of the Ngarlawangga community is being undertaken to 
help community members identify and access opportunities for training, employment, 
and business ventures.  
 



The agreement includes financial compensation to the Ngarlawangga people, and 
recognises the importance of Aboriginal culture and the Ngarlawangga people’s 
responsibility to care for their heritage sites.  
 
It also provides Rico Resources with all of the native title approvals needed for their 
Wonmunna Project.  
 
Ngarlawangga elder Maisey Hyland said, “Rico resources have listened to us and we 
have listened to them. We have a good relationship with RICO even though we are a 
small group and they are a small company". 
 
Ngarlawangga elder Dianne Limerick said, "In the short while we have been 
negotiating with Rico Resources we made a lot of progress and we are happy and 
pleased that we have signed an agreement together" 
 
Simon Hawkins, Chief Executive Officer of Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation 
(YMAC), said, “Rico Resources has adopted a relationship-based approach to these 
negotiations, and this agreement is designed to help the Ngarlawangga people meet 
their aspirations as a community. The company has shown their commitment to 
these goals by implementing the skills audit before the agreement was even signed. 
This mining agreement is about both parties supporting each other for years to 
come.” 
 

 
About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation  
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the native title representative body 
for native title claims in the resource-rich Pilbara, Murchison and Gascoyne 
representative areas of Western Australia.  
  
The organisation has a representative area of almost one million square kilometres 
and represents around 25 native title claims, all with their own language, culture and 
traditions. 
 
YMAC is run by an Aboriginal Board and provides a range of services to its members 
including claim and future-act representation, heritage protection services, 
community and economic development and natural resource management. 
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