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Pilbara Traditional Owners  
Meet with African Women in Mining  

 
MEDIA RELEASE: 6 November 2012 

 

Photo: Pilbara Traditional Owners and African Women in Mining delegation, courtesy of AAPF/AusAID 

Karratha: Last week, senior women from Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation met with a visiting 
delegation of women involved in mining and development issues from various nations across Africa.  

The delegation included representatives from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burkina Faso, Gabon, 
Madagascar and Mozambique. The group visited the Pilbara as part of a Mining Study Tour funded by 
the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID). Organisers of the tour included the 
International Mining for Development Centre and the Australia-Africa Partnerships Facility. 

The women came together in Karratha to share their experiences working with the mining industry at 
local, regional and national levels.  They also discussed significant expansion of the mining, and oil and 
gas industries in Africa, the long history of mining on traditional Aboriginal country in the Pilbara and the 
challenge of channelling the benefits of these industries into sustainable community development.  
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Njamal elder and Co-Chair of Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation, Mrs Doris Eaton, said the meeting 
was an excellent opportunity to learn more about women leading their communities in Africa, and share 
the experiences of mining and development in the Pilbara.  

 

About Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation 
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the native title representative body for native title 
claims in the Pilbara, Murchison and Gascoyne areas of Western Australia. The organisation has a 
representative area of almost one million square kilometres and represents over 20 native title claims, 
all with their own language, culture and traditions. 
 
YMAC is a not-for-profit organisation, run by an Aboriginal Board and provides a range of services to its 
members including claim and future-act representation, heritage protection services, community and 
economic development and natural resource management. 
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