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Pilbara Co-Chair Mrs. Doris Eaton

Yamatji Co-Chair Mr. Victor Mourambine

Welcome to the 24th issue of YMAC
News, the Newsletter from Yamatji
Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation. In this
issue we are very pleased to be able to
tell you about two major successes for
Traditional Owners in the Courts. The
Banjima People were officially recognised
as Native Title Holders at a ceremony
in Karijini National Park this March,
after a 15-year-long struggle. YMAC
congratulates the Banjima people and
we are so proud that our dedicated staff
over the years have managed to help the
community to this point.

mining leases do not extinguish native
title for all time. This ruling is important
for the Ngarla people, but also for native
title groups nation-wide.

The Ngarla people also won a significant
victory, with the High Court ruling that

There have been some changes to
YMAC’s Pilbara offices, with the closure
of the Karratha office and new premises
for the office in Tom Price. For more about
this, see page 11.
We hope you enjoy reading the other
positive stories in this issue of YMAC
news, and that we see lots of people at
the many NAIDOC week events around
the regions this July.

Banjima people celebrate

recognition

after a Federal Court battle

On 11th March 2014, the Federal Court
recognised the native title rights of the
Banjima People at their on-country
determination held in Karijini National
Park in the Central Pilbara.
The Banjima People first lodged their
native title claim in 1998 and have been in
litigation with the WA State Government
since 2011 after being unable to move
forward with a negotiated outcome.

Banjima country extends west towards
Tom Price, and east towards the town
of Newman. It includes areas around
Karijini National Park and the asbestos
mining town of Wittenoom. The area
is home to many sacred sites including
ancient stone engravings and the
gorges, including Wittenoom Gorge,
have spiritual significance, forming
part of the Banjima Peoples’ cultural
storylines.

Maitland Parker, Banjima elder, said “We
have fought for this for a long time, so
to be recognised as traditional owners is
very rewarding. Our elders have taught
us all of the things we needed to get our
determination. They have taught us our
law, language and culture, which we will
pass on our young people.”
continues on page 4

Federal Court hearing in Karijini National Park
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Banjima people

celebrate

continued from page 3

Simon Hawkins, CEO for Yamatji Marlpa
Aboriginal Corporation said it was a
momentous occasion for the Banjima
people. He said, “After a 15 year wait and
the stress of rigorous court proceedings,
the Banjima people have achieved
formal recognition of their culture
and traditions. It is regrettable that the
Barnett Government decided to take
this matter to trial.”
Justice Barker said it was significant for
the court to be sitting in Karijini National
Park on Banjima country. He said “For

Karijini National Park
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many Banjima People the concluding
of the proceeding before the court has
been a long time in the coming.” He also
said “Regrettably a number of senior
members of the Banjima claim group
have not lived to see the making of the
Banjima determination today but I am
sure the memory of these elders who
have passed away and their spirit is very
much with all Banjima People present
here today.”

recognition
Our elders have
taught us...our
law, language and
culture, which we
will pass on to our
young people
- Maitland Parker

Opposite page: Banjima elder Alec Tucker and Juliette
Pearce Tucker
This page, clockwise from top left: Banjima elders
Maitland Parker, Eva Black, Margaret Parker, and May
Byrne with her family.
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Landmark High Court

decision:

The Ngarla People welcomed a High Court decision on 12 March
confirming that their native title rights were not extinguished
by mining leases. The landmark ruling by the Court dismissed
arguments by the Western Australian Government that 50
year-old mining leases, granted over areas 150km east of Port
Hedland, permanently extinguished all native title rights in that
land.

“It was very disappointing that the WA Government challenged
that position. The courts had been clear all along that the native
title rights did not prevent mining companies from doing
anything they were lawfully allowed to do under their mineral
leases. This case was about whether native title is completely
wiped out by the leases or whether they can co-exist in the
meantime and beyond the term of the leases.”

The Ngarla People were advised and represented by YMAC,

“We are uncertain as to why the WA Government asked the Court
to rule that the native title must be permanently extinguished,
even though this makes no difference to mining leases in that
country.”

whose CEO Simon Hawkins applauded the Court’s decision.
“The Full Federal Court had explained how these rights co-exist:
native title continues but the mining rights prevail and the
native title rights give way. After mining has finished, the Ngarla
people can fully exercise all their native title rights through the
whole area again,” said Mr Hawkins.
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The High Court dismissed the appeal and upheld the Full Federal
Court’s decision that, under the common law, the mining
leases prevail but do not extinguish the native title rights. In

native title rights not extinguished by mining
leases
doing so, the High Court rejected an earlier Full Federal Court
decision (De Rose) which found that pastoral improvements
like homesteads and dams extinguish native title at the location
of those improvements.
Mr Hawkins said “We congratulate the Ngarla people on
this landmark High Court decision and their contribution to
native title nationally. Pilbara traditional owners look forward
to working with all parties to reflect this decision in other
native title proceedings. This provides a clear and fair basis
for the negotiation and resolution of many current native title
proceedings.”

		 This case was
about whether native title
is completely wiped out by
these leases or whether they
can co-exist in the meantime
and beyond the terms of the
leases.

Ngarla country
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Traditional Owners
strike a deal

with

Red Hill Iron

The Kurama and Marthudunera people of the Pilbara region are
pleased to announce an agreement with Iron Ore miners Red
Hill Iron Ltd (RHI). The agreement covers RHI’s Pannawonica
project, about 120 km south of Cape Preston.
Negotiations were completed in approximately six months,
with the resulting agreement giving RHI native title approvals
for its project. The Kurama and Marthudunera people will
receive financial benefits and compensation from the
company, which reflects the importance to the Kurama and
Marthudunera people of minimising the impact of mining
projects on their traditional country.
The agreement includes provisions for protecting Kurama
and Marthudunera heritage throughout the life of the mining
project. A monitoring and liaison committee, made up of
representatives of both parties, will meet regularly to develop
long term relationships and provide ongoing information.

Kurama and Marthudunera elder Neil Finlay said, “It is important
that mining companies work with Traditional Owners when
they are planning their projects. They have to do their heritage
work in the right way, because our country is the most
important thing to us. I look forward to meeting with Red Hill
Iron to talk with them about this.”
Simon Hawkins, CEO of Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation,
said “Traditional Owners in the Pilbara continue to show that
they are willing to do business with companies that respect
their culture and heritage and their continuing interests
in their traditional country. I congratulate the Kurama and
Marthudunera people on reaching another agreement that
will be beneficial to the community now and in the future.”

Kuruma Marthudunera country
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Oxford excellence

for YMAC employees
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation
is pleased to announce that staff
members Tamara Murdock and Jessyca
Hutchens have both been awarded the
Charlie Perkins Scholarship to Oxford
University.
Jessyca Hutchens is a descendant of
the Palyku people and works in YMAC’s
Perth office as a Compliance officer.
Jessyca graduated from the University
of Western Australia with a Bachelor of
Laws/Bachelor of Arts in 2010, obtaining
her Bachelor of Laws with Distinction,
and her Bachelor of Arts with First Class
Honours in Fine Art History. Jessyca will
be studying a DPhil in Fine Arts at the
Ruskin School of Art at Oxford.
Tamara Murdock will pursue a Master’s
of Science in Biodiversity, Conservation
and Management. She currently holds
a Bachelor of Science (Environmental
Management) with First Class Honours
from Edith Cowan University and is
employed by YMAC as the Project
Coordinator (Research, Environment
and Heritage Protection), managing
Carbon
Farming
Initiative
and
Indigenous Protected Area projects.

“Through my work at YMAC, I strive to
effect change through building the
capacity of our people and organisation.
Attending Oxford will compliment
the knowledge I have gained from the
Traditional Owners I’ve had the honour
of working with.
I’m very proud to work for an organisation
that truly supports the endeavours
of their Aboriginal employees. I have
received unwavering support from
YMAC and I hope to be able to use
the expertise gained from my studies
to give back to YMAC and improve
outcomes for Traditional Owners. ” said
Tamara Murdock.
YMAC’s support for Tamara was
recognised as part of the winning
application for the 2014 AIM Pinnacle

Award for Aboriginal
Development Excellence.

Leadership

As part of YMACs commitment to
developing leadership and excellence
Tamara has received support and
funding to attend a number of high
profile conferences to further develop
her own knowledge and to collaborate
with other organisations on the issues
of biological diversity, sustainability and
Indigenous land management.
“Tamara’s academic knowledge, along
with her passion and commitment to
working with Traditional Owners to
achieve positive outcomes has been
invaluable to our organisation” said
YMAC CEO, Simon Hawkins.

Tamara is descendent of the Noongar
and Yindjibarndi people, and was
born and raised in Geraldton. She is
passionate about promoting leadership
within the Aboriginal Community and
building the capacity of Traditional
Owners to manage their own
environmental projects.
Tamara Murdock presenting to Aboriginal high school students as part of The Aspiration
Initiative earlier this year
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Gnulli claimants strike a deal

over an unusual stone

The Gnulli native tile claimants have
announced an agreement with Deep
Blue Enterprises for a mookaite project
approximately 120k south-east of
Carnarvon in Western Australia.
This stunning multi-coloured stone
is found in the Kennedy Ranges near
Gascoyne Junction and the name
“mookaite” is derived from the area
where the rock is found, around Mooka

GNULLI

Port Hedland

Exmouth

Creek.
The land access agreement includes
financial benefits for the Gnulli along with
cultural heritage protection measures
and future employment opportunities.
All Deep Blue personnel working on the
project will also attend a Cross Cultural
awareness training conducted by Gnulli
representatives.
Elder Jeff Ryder said, “It is important that
the company comes and talks to the
real Traditional Owners for where their
project is going to be. The agreement
says they will respect our heritage and
country.”

Monkey Mia

Geraldton

YMAC CEO Simon Hawkins said, “Mining
companies of all sizes accept that
negotiating with Traditional Owners
before they get on the ground is now
part of normal business practice. This
agreement and the many others like it
demonstrate that Traditional Owners
are willing to negotiate as long as

their concerns about environment and
country are addressed and their heritage
and sacred places are respected.”

Gnulli Country
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YMAC 									
on the move
New premises in Tom Price

Closure of the Karratha office

YMAC is pleased to announce that our operations in Tom Price
have moved into a new office space in the central shopping
area opposite Coles. The new space is much bigger, with a
conference room, sitting area, shaded outdoor area, and ample
parking.

From 30th November 2013, YMAC moved operations from
Karratha to join with our South Hedland office, reducing overall
costs and sharing resources.

The new street address is Lot 974 Central Road, Tom Price. All
other contact details remain the same.

Claim groups who meet in Karratha will still continue to meet
in Karratha and this move has not resulted in changes to claim
teams. Our services and meetings for members in the Karratha
area will remain unchanged.

We look forward to seeing you at the Tom price office, and at
the upcoming Nameless Jarndunmunha Festival in Tom Price
on 8-9 August.

YMAC wishes you and your family
a very happy NAIDOC Week
6-13 July 2014

Come and visit YMAC staff at one of the many NAIDOC events in the regions and in Perth. YMAC will have stalls at events in Perth
and the regions where you can meet up with staff, have a chat, and ask any questions you may have about native title. For more
information, visit www.ymac.org.au/blog, or go to naidoc.org.au or your local government site to find out more about NAIDOC
week activities near you.
NAIDOC logo Copyright © Commonwealth of Australia [2014]. Reproduced with permission of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.
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South Hedland

ABOUT US
YMAC News is produced by the Yamatji
Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC).

Tom Price

MARLPA
REGION

We are the native title representative body for
native title claims in the Murchison, Gascoyne
and Pilbara regions of Western Australia.
We work with Yamatji and Marlpa (Pilbara)
Aboriginal people to pursue:
• Recognition and acceptance of Yamatji and
Marlpa culture in country
• A strong future for Yamatji and Marlpa
people and country

YAMATJI
REGION
Geraldton

Perth

Send your questions, ideas, letters or photos to editor@ymac.org.au

MEMBERSHIP

SERVICES

SUBSCRIBE

YMAC membership is open to all adult (18+
years) Yamatji and Marlpa people.
Our membership also includes people who
live in other areas but who have a traditional
connection to Yamatji or Marlpa country.

Our work includes:
• Providing legal representation and
research to assist with native title claims
• Negotiating land use agreements
• Heritage protection services
• Community, economic and environmental
projects

Get YMAC News delivered to you!
To join our mailing list, visit:
www.ymac.org.au or contact your local
YMAC office.

GERALDTON

TOM PRICE

171 Marine Tce Geraldton WA
PO Box 2119 Geraldton WA 6531
T: 08 9965 6222 F: 08 9964 5646

Lot 974 Central Road Tom Price WA
PO Box 27 Tom Price WA 6751
T: (08) 9188 1722 F: (08) 9188 1996

www.ymac.org.au
FREECALL: 1300 7 12345

SOUTH HEDLAND

PERTH

3 Brand Street South Hedland WA
PO Box 2252 South Hedland WA 6722
T: (08) 9172 5433 F: (08) 9140 1277

Level 2, 16 St Georges Terrace, Perth WA
PO Box 3072 Adelaide Tce Perth WA 6832
T: (08) 9268 7000 F: (08) 9225 4633

CONTACT US

