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Welcome to the 33rd edition of YMAC News. A lot of 

hard work this year has helped progress the interests of 

Traditional Owners across the Murchison, Gascoyne, and 

Pilbara regions.

In this issue of YMAC News, you will read about our work 

to collect and publish Nyangumarta traditional knowledge, 

represent the Robe River Kuruma people at their on-

Country hearing, and document occupation evidence for 

the Thiin-Mah Warriyangka Tharrkari and Jiwarli people. 

We also want to introduce Yinhawangka elder David Cox 

as the newest member of the Pilbara Regional Committee.  

David has a long history of advocacy for issues close to the 

Yinhawangka people, and he will be an important member 

of the YMAC team.

We look forward to sharing more positive stories, and thank 

you for reading this edition of YMAC News.
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Traditional Knowledge:
Collected & Shared

With the support of YMAC, the Australian 

Government’s National Landcare Programme, and 

the Indigenous Protected Areas Programme, the 

Nyangumarta Warrarn Aboriginal Corporation has 

published a compilation of Traditional Ecological 

Knowledge (TEK) of the Nyangumarta Warrarn 

Indigenous Protected Area (IPA).

The booklet is a collection of ethno-botanical 

information passed down through generations 

of Nyangumarta people. It is the result of a 

collaboration between Nyangumarta Elders and 

Rangers, who have provided the information, and 

an ethno-botanist with the assistance of various 

support staff. The data was gathered during two 

distinct field surveys of the area in 2014 and 2015.

The 2014 survey took place along the Nyangumarta 

Highway (Kidson Track), and the 2015 survey 

focussed on the coastal area at Eighty Mile Beach 

and in Walyarta (Mandora Marsh). A third section 

of the booklet documents plant species which 

occur in both areas.

More than 80 plants were collected, and 

descriptions of about 70 species appear in the 

book. Each plant has its own page, and shows a 

photo, the scientific and common names of the 

plant, its Nyangumarta name if there is one, the 

traditional uses of the plant (bush medicine, bush 

tucker, artefacts or other) and who contributed to 

the ethnographic information.

A copy of the booklet can be obtained through 

Nyangumarta Warrarn Aboriginal Corporation, 

and digital copies of the booklet can be found on 

the YMAC website.

LEFT : A Nyangumarta Traditional Owner shows ‘Jumpurru’, or Lemonwood.
RIGHT: Cover of Traditional Ecological Knowledge of the Nyangumarta Warrarn IPA
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June PACE meeting:
Pilbara leaders

Pilbara Aboriginal Corporations and Enterprises 

(PACE) is an active coalition of diverse Aboriginal 

businesses and service providers. We work to 

improve economic diversity, build partnerships, 

improve services and shape government and 

industry policy. 

In late June, PACE leaders assembled to discuss 

key issues facing the Pilbara. The meeting was 

hosted at the Roebourne Cultural Complex owned 

and operated by the Ngarluma Yindjibarndi 

Foundation. Chad Stewart, Regional Services 

Reform Unit Director, delivered a presentation on 

the use of Aboriginal Affairs money in the Pilbara.

In response to the invitation extended by the 

Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Hon. Ben Wyatt 

discuss priority issues

t

at April’s PACE meeting, we began drafting a 

submission to outline issues that PACE members 

consider a priority for this Government.  This work 

is now well under way and will be presented at The 

Annual On-Country Bush Meeting at Yule River in 

September.

Yule River is lining up to be a powerful two days 

with strong support shown at the PACE meeting 

and with the confirmation of Hon. Ben Wyatt and 

Hon. Stephen Dawson in attendance. 

Together, Pilbara Aboriginal organisations offer 

the State Government a vital link to Aboriginal 

communities about how to best address key issues. 

We look forward to discussing the outcomes 

gathered by the collective at Yule River.

t

ABOVE: Members of the Pilbara Aboriginal Corporations and Enterprises (PACE) 
meeting with WA State Treasurer Hon. Ben Wyatt in April 2017.

t
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Over a week in late April of 2017, the Federal 

Court travelled to Robe River Kuruma Country to 

hear from Robe River Kuruma elders about their 

connection to Part B of the Kuruma Marthudenera 

native title claim. Evidence from 12 Aboriginal 

people was heard by Justice Rangiah.

Further work will have to be done to establish native 

title over the Part B claim. The Court will continue 

to hear expert evidence from anthropologists, and 

additional evidence about extinguishment. 

These hearings will take place in Perth between 27 

and 30 November 2017.

Before this expert evidence is heard, a 

supplementary report which provides additional 

connection information about the claim will be filed 

in the Court. The experts will have a conference 

before a court register on 11 and 12 July to see 

what is agreed and what is in dispute.

Justice Rangiah will accept closing submissions 

and oral arguments in March 2018. He will then 

write his judgment. This process can take between 

six months and two years.

YMAC congratulates all of the Robe River Kuruma 

for their hard work and patience. 

at Federal Court hearing

t

tLEFT, ABOVE, BOTTOM: The evening sky over Robe River Kuruma Country; the Federal Court of 
Australia prepares to hear on-Country evidence; Federal Court and YMAC staff assist with the event
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The Federal Court has accepted an application 

from claimants to combine the Wilunyu and 

Naaguja claims to form the new and larger 

Southern Yamatji claim.

The Southern Yamatji claim covers the area of 

both the Wilunyu and Naaguja claims. It is meant 

to be inclusive of all Southern Yamatji peoples 

with traditional connection to this claim area.

The Southern Yamatji claim demonstrates the 

unity and solidarity of Traditional Owners, and 

proves that great things are accomplished when 

everyone works together.

Southern Yamatji Traditional Owners are 

now focused on engaging with the new State 

Government and the Commonwealth to start 

negotiations toward an alternative settlement.

Also this month, the Federal Court made some 

important orders about a cluster of native title 

claims in and around Geraldton. 

This area is made up of parts of Mullewa Wadjari, 

a part of Widi Mob, and all of Naaguja, Hutt River, 

and Wilunyu (formerly known as Amangu). The 

orders were made with the support of claimants 

and the State. 

They provide for three more months of Federal 

Court mediation between claimants, the State, 

and the Commonwealth about an alternative 

settlement of native title in this area.

claim group

ABOVE: An aerial view of the Southern Yamatji claim area

Naaguja and Wilunyu form
Southern Yamatji
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YMAC & Alliance
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meet Ben Wyatt

On Wednesday 31 May, YMAC took part in the 

annual meeting of the WA Alliance of Native Title 

Representative Bodies and Native Title Service 

Providers (the Alliance) to discuss issues affecting 

Traditional Owners across Western Australia. 

YMAC CEO Simon Hawkins and Co-Chair (Yamatji) 

Peter Windie attended the meetings.

Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and WA’s first 

Aboriginal Treasurer Hon. Ben Wyatt attended 

the meetings with Minister for the Environment 

Hon. Stephen Dawson, and the group discussed 

Aboriginal land management and designing a 

steering committee with government, industry, 

and Aboriginal stakeholders to accomodate and 

organise a $20m ranger program.

During the course of the meeting Mr Windie 

presented signed petitions to Minister Wyatt on 

behalf of YMAC Co-Chair (Pilbara) Natalie Parker 

and Deputy Co-Chair (Pilbara) Doris Eaton. The 

petitions demand a public inquiry into the handling 

of Aboriginal Heritage by the Department of 

Aboriginal Affairs and the Aboriginal Cultural 

Materials Committee. 

Minister Wyatt has committed to bringing the 

petitions to Parliament and further meetings with 

the Alliance.

ABOVE: Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Treasurer Ben Wyatt accepts petitions 
on Aboriginal Heritage Act presented by YMAC Co-Chair (Yamatji) Peter Windie
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In May 2017, YMAC Co-Chair Peter Windie and 

Director Deborah Oakley attended the 2017 

National Constitutional Convention at Uluru to 

discuss the way forward for the constitutional 

recognition of Aboriginal people in Australia.

At the closing of the convention, and along with the 

other delegates, Mr Windie and Ms Oakley signed 

the Uluru Statement From The Heart - a statement 

calling for a voice of First Nations people to be 

enshrined in the Constitution. 

The Statement says: “we seek constitutional 

reforms to empower our people and take a rightful 

place in our own country. 

“When we have power over our destiny our 

YMAC Directors
join Uluru summit

children will flourish. They will walk in two worlds 

and their culture will be a gift to their country. 

“Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda: the 

coming together after a struggle. It captures our 

aspirations for a fair and truthful relationship with 

the people of Australia and a better future for our 

children based on justice and self-determination.

“We seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise 

a process of agreement-making between 

governments and First Nations and truth-telling 

about our history.”

YMAC looks forward to the Yule River meeting in 

September to discuss this statement and its goals 

with the people of Yamatji and Pilbara regions.

JULY 2017  |  8

ABOVE: YMAC Director Deborah Oakley and Co-Chair Peter 
Windie at the 2017 National Constitutional Convention at Uluru



Corporate (PBC) for the Thudgari determination 

area.

As part of YMAC’s work on the TMWTJ claim, 

fieldtrips to TMWTJ country with elders and family 

members took place in May and June 2017. These 

fieldtrips contribute to the research for connection 

to Country for TMWTJ claimants. 

The fieldtrip was very successful. YMAC 

appreciates the participation of TMWTJ claimants, 

and looks forward to the ongoing progress with 

the claim. 

Thiin-Mah Warriyangka
Tharrkari Jiwarli

on-Country fieldtrips
On 6 June 2015, the Combined Thiin-Mah 

Warriyangka Tharrkari Jiwarli (TMWTJ) native title 

claimant application was authorised. YMAC began 

working for the TMWTJ claim  in September 2016. 

The claim lies on the boundary of the Yamatji and 

Pilbara representative regions.

The claim is made on behalf of claimants  who are 

already determined to be native title holders in 

the nearby Thudgari determination. YMAC does 

not provide legal representation to Kulyamba 

Aboriginal Corporation, the Prescribed Body 

ABOVE: Pretty Pool, on TMWTJ Country
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Joint Regional Committee
and YMAC Board

important part of understanding the issues 

affecting YMAC.

This year, YMAC recognised the long-term 

dedication of its Regional Committee Members.

Nora Marie Cooke and Peter Windie each received 

awards recognising 10 years of service to YMAC.

Paul Baron received a 7-year award, and Diane Kay 

Stewart, Albert Pianta and Victor Mourambine all 

received awards celebrating 5 years of service.

On Wednesday 10 May,  both the Yamatji Regional 

Committee and the Pilbara Regional Committee 

travelled to Exmouth for their Joint Committee 

Meeting and their individual meetings. The Board 

of Directors also held a separate meeting the 

following day.

The meetings are held so the committees can 

share their goals for YMAC’s work this year, and to 

meet and discuss issues facing both regions.

The cooperation between the committees is an 

meet in Exmouth

ABOVE, LEFT TO RIGHT: Deborah Oakley, Rhodda Capewell, Peter Windie, Victor Mourambine, 
Terry Jaffrey, Nora Cooke, and Cicily Dowden

BELOW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Victor Mourambine, Peter Windie, Paul Baron, Nora Cooke, and Albert 
Pianta receive long service awards from Deputy Co-Chair Doris Eaton and Co-Chair Peter Windie
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David Cox
joins the

For more information about this year’s event, 

please call YMAC at 08 9268 7000 or email 

editor@ymac.org.au

David was elected as the Yinhawangka member 

of the Pilbara Regional Committee on 16 May 2017. 

He was born and raised on Rocklea Station in 

Yinhawangka country, and has worked as a 

stockman mustering sheep and cattle across the 

Pilbara. In the 1990’s, David moved to the Bellary 

Springs community where he lives today.

David is passionate about Yinhawangka law, land, 

and culture. He provided preservation evidence in 

support of the Yinhawangka claim to the Federal 

Court in 2014. 

He told the Court: “I love my culture and I love 

singing the songs that the old Yinhawangka elders 

taught me.”

Welcome to the Committee, David!

Pilbara Regional Committee

ABOVE: David Cox, Pilbara Regional 
Committee Member

Save the Date!

The Tom Price office will be permanently closed 

as of 31 July 2017. All Pilbara enquiries can be 

made via the Wedgefield office. 

Call 08 9160 3800 to get in touch with the YMAC 

team in Wedgefield.

The Annual on-Country
Yule River Bush Meeting will 
be held on Wednesday 20 and 
Thursday 21 September 2017.

Tom Price 
Permanent 

Office Closure
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Contact us:
Send your questions, ideas, letters and photos to editor@ymac.org.au

Subscribe:
Join YMAC’s mailing list to receive your newsletter direct 
to your inbox. Go to www.ymac.org.au to subscribe.

About us

YMAC News is produced by 

the Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal 

Corporation (YMAC).

We are the native title representative 

body for native title claims in the 

Murchison, Gascoyne and Pilbara 

regions of Western Australia.

We work with Yamatji and Marlpa 

(Pilbara) Aboriginal people to 

pursue:

www.ymac.org.au
freecall: 1300 712 345

Recognition and acceptance of 

Yamatji and Marlpa culture in 

country; and

A strong future for Yamatji and 

Marlpa people and country


