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Welcome to YMAC News issue 37. 

In this edition we:

• cover Senator Dodson’s visit to YMAC’s 
Geraldton office,

• report on the YMAC Board of Director’s visit  
to Wadejmup (Rottnest Island),

• celebrate Pilbara Solar’s first birthday,

• celebrate consent determinations for our communities 
in the Yamatji and Pilbara regions,

• acknowledge YMAC as finalists at the 2018 Indigenous 
Governance Awards (IGA),

• reflect on YMAC’s highlights for 2018; and

• begin celebrating our 25th Anniversary.

Please send your story ideas to editor@ymac.org.au
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Ms Natalie Parker, 
Co-Chair (Pilbara)

Mr Peter Windie, 
Co-Chair (Yamatji)
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Cover: Malgana Traditional  
Owners (left to right): Ida Fossa,  
Dolley Minney and Betty Fletcher

For more information about YMAC, 
and for all the latest news, please  
visit our website at ymac.org.au



Celebrating 25 years of YMAC

Simon Hawkins,  
YMAC CEO
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Happy New Year and welcome to 2019. This year YMAC celebrates 25 years as the Native Title 
Representative Body (NTRB) for the Gascoyne, Mid West, Murchison and Pilbara regions of WA.

Anniversaries present a wonderful opportunity to 

reflect and celebrate our achievements, and plan  

for the future. 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC)  

was originally incorporated on 15 April 1994, under  

the name ‘Yamatji Barna Baba Maaja Aboriginal 

Corporation’. Full Representative Body status was 

achieved under the Native Title Act later that same 

year on 6 December. 

YMAC represents over 20 Traditional Owner groups 

and has seen thousands of Traditional Owners gain 

recognition of Native Title. The process is a long,  

slow fight and sadly Elders continue to pass away 

before their claims are resolved. This year, as always, 

we honour those who have blazed a trail for the future 

of Aboriginal people.

A few of the highlights of 2018 included eight  

native title claims reaching determination:

• Wajarri Yamatji (Part B) 23 April 2018

• Kuruma Marthudnera Part B 26 April 2018

• Nyiyaparli 26 October 2018

• Nanda 28 November 2018

• Malgana 4 December 2018

• Wajarri Yamatji (Part C) 7 December 2018

• Kariyarra 13 December 2018

• Jurruru People #3 20 December

Other highlights were the official recognition of the 

Pilbara Aboriginal Voice (PAV) (Kakurrka Muri) by both 

Federal and State Governments at the 5th Annual 

on-Country Bush Meeting at Yule River; the launch of two 

new Aboriginal ranger programs; and YMAC achieving its 

15th consecutive clean audit and re-recognition as a 

NTRB for the period of 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2021.

2019 is already shaping up to be another busy year  

for the YMAC team. We are currently planning the  

6th Annual on-Country Bush Meeting at Yule River  

on 24 and 25 July, and we are thrilled to be supporting 

delivery of the 1st Yamatji on-Country Bush Meeting 

on 20 and 21 September.

We hope to see several more Native Title claims  

reach consent determinations this year. Thank you  

to ALL of our members for your continuing support.

Simon Hawkins, YMAC CEO



YMAC acknowledged as finalist  
at Indigenous Governance Awards

More than 200 guests attended the 2018 Indigenous Governance Awards (IGA) at the Crown, Melbourne  

on 23 November.  YMAC is honoured to have been acknowledged as a finalist at the awards ceremony. 

Members of YMAC’s Board, YMAC CEO, and staff attended on behalf of the organisation. 

The evening highlighted the fact that Aboriginal people have managed this land for a long period of time,  

and Elders have continued to pass on their knowledge, traditions and customs to future generations. 

Australia is a richer place because of this strong connection to culture. YMAC congratulates the winners  

and other finalists. To view YMAC’s finalist video, please visit ymac.org.au/blog/

Photo (left to right): IGA Judge, Eddie Cubillo, YMAC’s Co-Chair (Pilbara) Natalie Parker, Deputy Co-Chair (Pilbara) 
 Mrs Doris Eaton, Deputy Co-Chair (Yamatji) Deborah Oakley, Co-Chair (Yamatji) Peter Windie  

and Port Hedland Regional Manager, Donny Wilson.
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Board members take part in  
Wadjemup (Rottnest Island) workshop

Members of the YMAC Board and Executive 

Management Team were invited by the Rottnest 

Foundation to take part in a Wadjemup (Rottnest 

Island) workshop on 5 December 2018.

The group learnt about the history of the island as  

a prison and burial ground. YMAC attendees felt 

privileged to be part of the conversation on; ‘the 

Wadjemup Aboriginal Burial Ground Project’, and how 

to honour the Aboriginal men and boys who were 

incarcerated on the Island, and unable to return home 

to their Country. 

Almost a century of Aboriginal incarceration on 

Rottnest began when the first ten Aboriginal prisoners 

were brought to the island in August 1838.

The island was used as an Aboriginal prison until  

1904, and subsequent forced labour camp for 

prisoners until 1931.

The Rottnest Foundation has been consulting  

with Aboriginal peoples and groups, and relatives  

of those affected by this dark history about ‘the 

Wadjemup Burial Ground Project’. It is estimated that 

at least 370 of the approximated 4,000 Aboriginal men 

and boys who were imprisoned on the island are 

buried at the site in unmarked graves.

YMAC feels privileged to be a part of a process that  

aims to give honour and respect to the thousands  

of WA Aboriginal people whose lives were ruined  

by this prison. 

YMAC members have also been invited to participate 

in the next stages of consultation that will identify 

how to appropriately recognise the burial ground.

For more information visit ria.wa.gov.au.

Photo: Smoking ceremony on Wadjemup (Rottnest Island).



Pilbara Solar celebrates its  
first birthday 

Pilbara Solar celebrated its first birthday by signing  

a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with  

Enernet Global on 13 September 2018.  

US-based Enernet is establishing an Australian 

presence and Pilbara Solar is delighted to be  

working with the global utility. The two companies  

are a good match, sharing goals such as:

•  driving the transition to clean energy,

• engaging positively with local communities, and

• bringing affordable, non-polluting power to  

remote locations.

Enernet brings expertise in designing,  

developing and financing remote  

renewable microgrids. 

The company has a positive track record of 

engagement with Indigenous communities  

in the Pacific Islands.  

Enernet supports Pilbara Solar’s business model  

to develop commercial renewable energy  

projects in partnership with Traditional Owners. 

For more information visit pilbarasolar.com.au
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Photo: Front row (left to right): Simon Gamble (Enernet COO) and Simon Hawkins (CEO YMAC, Director Pilbara Solar) 
Back row (left to right): Dr Geoff James (Director, Pilbara Solar),  

Kylie Chalmers (Pilbara Solar Senior Project Advisor) and Sam Mella (Director, Pilbara Solar). 



Six Malgana people undertook their first training 
block in conservation and land management through 
accredited modules in December 2018. 

Lecturers from Central Regional TAFE (Geraldton 
campus) travelled to Shark Bay to deliver the training  
on-Country, which targeted Certificate one and two  
level units. 

This training is one of four components of the  
‘Pathway to a Malgana Country Land and Sea 
Management program’. The program is funded  
by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions (DBCA). 

The ‘Aboriginal Ranger Program’ was developed by the 
State Government to create jobs and training, community 
development opportunities for Aboriginal people, as well 
as bringing social, cultural and environmental benefits. 

Marika Oakley — one of the program’s participants —  
highlighted the importance of the training program.

“It’s the potential to be back out on-Country and have our 

own people as rangers looking after Country. It was such 

a good feeling. 

“One of the most rewarding parts of the day was 

watching one of the younger ranger’s confidence grow. 

In the classroom setting he was lacking confidence but 

once he got out on-Country, he was just comfortable 

learning out there, and watching his confidence grow and 

see him contribute to the group learning was fantastic,” 

Ms Oakley said. 

YMAC, on behalf of the Malgana Native Title claim group, 

was successful in securing DBCA funding in June last 

year. It began rolling out the project by establishing an 

interim Malgana reference group, until the newly formed 

Malgana Aboriginal Corporation establishes its own 

body. Under the program, Malgana person Sean McNeair 

is employed as the Malgana Land and Sea Management 

Coordinator, and Cody Oakley as the Ranger’s Assistant 

at DBCA. Both of these positions are based in Denham.

Photo: Back row (left to right): Nick Pedrocchi, Sean McNeair, Cody Oakley, Alex Dodd and Richard Cross
Front row (left to right): Nykita McNeair, Marika Oakley and Pat Oakley

Malgana rangers take part  
in on-Country training 
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Nyiyaparli consent determination

In an on-Country Federal Court hearing on  

26 September 2018 at Coondiner Pool (Kuntinha)  

– 130 kilometres north of Newman – the  

Nyiyaparli community were formally recognised  

by the court as native title holders over the land  

that they have been connected to for thousands  

of years. 

It was an almost 20-year long journey for the  

Nyiyaparli people to achieving native title recognition, 

with the first initial claim lodged in September  

1998. Justice Barker congratulated the Nyiyaparli 

applicants on their native title determination. 

“The Court also commends the legal and other 

representatives of all the parties who have worked 

assiduously to help produce this outcome.”

The determination area covers approximately 40,000 

square kilometres of Nyiyaparli traditional country and 

encompasses the town of Newman, the Aboriginal 

communities of Jigalong and Parnpajinya, several 

pastoral leases and significant mining operations.

Within this determination area are places of particular 

significance to the Nyiyaparli people, including 

ceremonial sites, songlines, permanent pools and 

natural resources.
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Photo: Justice Barker, Federal Court of Australia congratulates David Stock (left)  
and Billy Cadigan (right) on Nyiyaparli’s native title determination 



Nyiyaparli consent determination

The Nanda people were formally recognised by the Federal Court of Australia on 28 November 2018 at an  

on-Country Federal Court hearing at Kalbarri foreshore.

After a 24-year long legal process, the Nanda peoples native title rights were recognised by the Court. 

The determination area covers about 17,000 square kilometres of Nanda traditional country and encompasses: 

the town of Kalbarri, Kalbarri National Park, the Zuytdorp Nature Reserve and the Toolonga Nature Reserve. 

Chair of the Nanda Aboriginal Corporation, Carrum Mourambine said, “Today’s hearing was an emotional one as 

some of our Elders who have passed away since the original claim was made were not here to witness this historic 

occasion for Nanda. This determination means that we can continue to pass on our knowledge of culture and 

traditional customs to future generations.” 

Photo: Justice Mortimer congratulates Traditional Owner Jacko Whitby  
on the determination of native title for the Nanda people 

Nanda people celebrate native  
title win
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Emotional day for Malgana people

In an on-Country Federal Court hearing on 4 December 2018, at George Wear 
Park, Denham foreshore, WA, the Malgana people were formally recognised by 
the Federal Court as native title holders. The Malgana people’s native title claim 
was first lodged in March 1998.

Justice Murphy congratulated the Malgana  

applicants on their native title determination.

“I congratulate the Malgana people for their  

dedication to achieving recognition of their  

native title. It took too long and too much work,  

and to get there is a great achievement,”  

Justice Murphy said.

In heartfelt speeches, many of the Malgana  

Traditional Owners paid special tribute to 

the Elders both past and present, and  

acknowledged the importance of Country. 

Traditional Owner Marika Oakley, and Chairperson of 

the Malgana Aboriginal Corporation said, “Country 

doesn’t just belong to us. We belong to Country and 

we need Country as much as Country needs us.” 

The determination area covers about 28,800 square 

kilometres of Malgana traditional Country and 

encompasses: much of the UNESCO World Heritage 

Listed (1991) Area of Shark Bay and the Shark Bay 

Marine Park, Dirk Hartog Island National Park, Edel 

Land Peninsula and Steep Point – the most westerly 

point on Mainland Australia, the township of Denham 

and the whole of the Peron Peninsula and a number  

of pastoral leases.
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Justice Murphy from the Federal Court of Australia congratulates  
Traditional Owner Dolly Minney on Malgana’s native title determination. 



Emotional day for Malgana people
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Kariyarra people celebrate after 
recognition of native title rights

Justice Barker congratulated the Kariyarra 

applicants on their native title determination. 

 “It’s always great to look around and see the 

children who are here, who we all know will  

carry the Kariyarra Law on into the future. 

Congratulations to all of you,”

“...there’s a lot of people who have all engaged  

in the process in a commendable fashion and  

to sum that up, I really do, from the bottom of  

my heart congratulate everybody on the job they 

have done in this matter,” said Justice Barker.

In his speech Traditional Owner Donny Wilson  

said, “Today means a lot for us. We’ve waited  

for over 20 years and our family and claimant  

group are very happy to receive native title. 

“It’s emotional, because of our people who  

have been with us and are now gone. If it  

wasn’t for them we wouldn’t be where we  

are today,” Mr Wilson said.

The determination area covers about  

17,354 square kilometres of Kariyarra  

traditional Country and encompasses  

the town of Port Hedland, the Aboriginal  

community of Yandeyarra, several pastoral  

leases and mining operations.

Kariyarra people have a strong connection to  

their land and waters through their intrinsic local 

knowledge of its natural resources, and the land  

and seascape. 

This same law and culture is still very alive today 

and is passed on through the generations in the 

same way as it has been for thousands of years.

Photo: Justice Barker from the Federal Court of 
Australia congratulates Traditional Owner Raylene 

Gordon-Button on Kariyarra’s native title determination.  
Photo by Stuart Bell from Ngaarda Media

On Thursday 13 December 2018, the Kariyarra people celebrated recognition 
of their determination of native title by the Federal Court. About 140 people 
attended the on-Country court hearing at the Civic Gardens in Port Hedland. 
It has been a 20 year-long journey for the Kariyarra people with their native 
title claim being lodged in 1998.



Yamatji and Pilbara annual 
regional meetings

The Annual Regional Meetings (ARM) for YMAC Pilbara and Yamatji members 
took place on 2 November (Pilbara) and 1 December (Yamatji) 2018. 

At each meeting the 2018 Financial Report, 

Chairperson’s Report and CEO Report were  

presented. YMAC’s Yamatji Region membership  

met in Gascoyne Junction on Yinggarda Country  

and held elections for the coming year followed  

by a committee meeting, at which the members 

elected office bearers for their committee,  

as well as for the YMAC’s Board of Directors.

Eleven members were elected to join the Yamatji 

Regional Committee for a two-year period:

• Mr Peter Windie (re-elected) 

• Deborah Oakley (re-elected)

• Ben Roberts (re-elected)

• Cicily Dowden (re-elected) 

• Kathleen Musilin (re-elected) 

• Richard Oakley (re-elected) 

• Roberta Dann (new) 

• Susan Oakley (re-elected) 

• Tracy Tonga (new) 

• Victor Mourambine (new) 

• Merle Dann (re-elected) 

These members join existing YMAC Yamatji 

committee members Paul Baron, Albert Winder, 

Rodney Ryan Senior, and Sharna Oakley in  

their region.  

Mr Peter Windie was re-elected as Chair and  

Deborah Oakley was re-elected as Deputy Chair.  

Following the Gascoyne Junction meeting, 

the Yamatji representatives on the YMAC  

Board of Directors are now:

• Mr Peter Windie 

• Deborah Oakley 

• Cicily Dowden 

• Richard Oakley 

• Albert Winder (newly elected)

• Paul Barron

The Pilbara region members met in South  

Hedland on Kariyarra Country, election of  

committee members and directors will take  

place at the first regional committee meeting,  

at a time yet to be determined.

12  |  FEBRUARY 2019  |  YMAC



On 30 August 2018, YMAC staff met with Senator of 

WA and Chair of Joint Committee on Constitutional 

Recognition, Patrick Dodson to discuss important 

community issues. 

Mr Dodson and Pablo Lane (Mr Dodson’s  

Electorate Officer) met with Yamatji Co-Chair,  

Peter Windie, Deputy Co-Chair, Deborah Oakley  

and YMAC staff, Chris Dann (Yamatji Regional  

Manger), Carrum Mourambine, Rhodda Capewell 

and Brandii Seelander.

The group discussed topics such as:

• regional voice and unity,

• family violence,

• drug and alcohol abuse,

• connecting children to elders, bringing back the 

respect system that has been broken; and

• legislation to amend the Native Title Act 1993.

Following the meeting, Senator Dodson joined the 

staff for morning tea.

Senator Dodson visits  
Geraldton office
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Photo: (left to right): YMAC Co-Chair Peter Windie, Jose Kalpers, Senator of WA Patrick Dodson,  
Rhodda Capewell, Deborah Oakley, Chris Dann (Yamatji Regional Manager), Brandii Seelander,  

Michelle Goodlett, Lynette Meehan, AnnMarie Volpea and Craig Allsop.



Lock Hospital centennial ceremony

Between 1908 and 1919, several hundred Aboriginal 

people from across WA were forcibly removed from 

their family and Country to isolated “lock hospitals” 

via Carnarvon, because they were suspected of 

having venereal disease. Many of those family 

members who were separated during the lock 

hospitals scheme never saw each other again.  

It’s conservatively estimated that more than  

200 people died on the islands.

On Wednesday 9 January 2019, a centennial  

ceremony was held at Carnarvon’s One Mile Jetty.  

The ceremony marked the 100th anniversary of the 

date that the last of the prisoner patients were brought 

back to the mainland. The ceremony remembered 

and recognised the story and history of the Bernier 

and Dorre Island Lock Hospital tragedy and was an 

important milestone in enabling healing. 

The State Government and the Shire of Carnarvon 

have provided funding for a bronze sculpture to 

acknowledge the centennial anniversary of the last 

person to be repatriated from the lock hospitals,  

off the coast of Carnarvon. The sculpture will be 

unveiled at a separate event in 2019.

Several activities are planned throughout the year  

by the Shire of Carnarvon to acknowledge this 

traumatic history.
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Photo: Kathleen Ryan, Alannah MacTiernan Minister  
for Regional Develpoment, Agriculture and Food; Ports,   

Bob Dorey and Kathleen Musulin



On 16 January this year, in its’ capacity as Secretariat to the Pilbara Aboriginal Voice (PAV) (Kakurrka Muri),  

YMAC was pleased to be able to support a meeting between a number of Pilbara Traditional Owners and BHP’s  

CEO, Andrew MacKenzie, as well as other key BHP Pilbara and Perth based staff.  

Mr MacKenzie met with Traditional Owners from the 

Pilbara so that he could hear first-hand about issues 

affecting Aboriginal people in the region.  

The meeting was attended by representatives from  

PAV and the Kariyarra people. YMAC was very happy 

to assist this important meeting, which is particularly 

significant given that BHP has been operating in the 

Pilbara region for over 50 years.  

Mr MacKenzie expressed a strong interest in truth-telling 

and a willingness to advocate for the Uluru Statement 

from the Heart; seeking practical, action-oriented and 

outcome-based solutions. 

His commitment was further reinforced at the 

Committee for Economic Development of Australia 

(CEDA) event held in Perth on 31 January. During his 

speech, Mr MacKenzie called for national action on  

the Uluru Statement.

Traditional Owners present at the meeting commented 

that they were encouraged by BHP’s willingness to 

commence such discussions, and that they are looking 

forward to working with the company into the future  

to realise genuine, meaningful results for Pilbara  

Aboriginal people.  

YMAC looks forward to continuing to support these 

important conversations, and to working together with 

Pilbara Traditional Owners and BHP to achieve common 

goals, particularly when advocating for improvement in 

the lives of Aboriginal people in the region.

Photo: (left to right): Colin Johnson, Kylie Chalmers, Khysom Umbagai,  
Zyhan Miller, Rob Clifford, Jeffrey Brown, Diana Robinson, Donny Wilson, Junior Gordon,  

Andrew MacKenzie (BHP CEO), Terri O’Neil, Simom Hawkins (YMAC CEO), Raylene Button and Libby Ferrari

Pilbara Traditional Owners 
meet with BHP CEO
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About us

Contact us:  
Send your questions, ideas, letters and photos to editor@ymac.org.au

Subscribe:  
Join YMAC’s mailing list to receive your newsletter direct to your inbox. Go to ymac.org.au to subscribe

YMAC News is produced by the Yamatji Marlpa  

Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC)

We are the native title representative body for native  

title claims in the Murchison, Gascoyne and Pilbara  

regions of Western Australia.

We work with Yamatji and Marlpa (Pilbara) Aboriginal  

people to pursue:

• Recognition and acceptance of Yamatji and Marlpa 

culture in Country; and

• A strong future for Yamatji and Marlpa people 

and Country

ymac.org.au

Country, Culture, People, Future
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